HL 


'# 


£ff; 


<&A<f.  ..*BX..o.2. 

^^■^ -  ni 

^X&afalS&t&A't   <==/V^L             - ---- - 

UNITED  STATES  OF  AMEEICA. 

HEAVEN; 

OR 

THE  WORLD  OF  GLORY. 


rRO^TISPSSOB. 


See  pages  18  and  19. 

***  All  the  birds  in  the  picture  should  have  been  represented  as 
flying  directly  away  from  the  earth,  like  the  one  at  the  top.— Ed. 


HEAVEN;    Af-J^*. 

CONVERSATIONS  BETWEEN  A  MOTHER  AND 
HER  CI 


IN    RELATION    TO    THE 


OF   GLORY 


BY   THE  AUTHOR  OF 

"THE  GOL.DEST  RULE." 


WRITTEN  FOR  THE   MASSACHUSETTS    SABBATH  SCHOOL 

SOCIETY,  AND   REVISED    BY   THE   COMMITTEE 

OF    PUBLICATION. 


/ 


>§«> 


BOSTON : 

MASSACHUSETTS  SABBATH  SCHOOL  SOCIETY. 
Depository,  No.  25,  CornhiH- 


1835. 


Entered  according  to  the  Act  of  Congress,  in  the  year  1835, 

BY  CHRISTOPHER  C.  DEAN, 
In  the  Clerk's  Office  of  the  District  Court  of  Massachusetts. 


XJ 31? 


CONTENTS. 

CHAPTER  I. 

There  is  a  State  of  Future  Happiness. 

CHAPTER  II. 

Heaven  is  a  Place  of  inexpressible  Fe- 
licity. 

CHAPTER  III. 

What  makes  People  happy  in  Heaven. 

CHAPTER  IV. 

The  Resurrection  and  Judgment. 


HEAVEN, 


OR 


THE  WORLD  OF  GLORY. 

CHAPTER  I. 

There  is  a  state  of  future  happiness. 

"Mother,"  said  Grace  Jones,  "  as 
father  is  gone  away,  and  James  and 
Mary  are  at  uncle  Joseph's,  I  feel  lone- 
some. But,  as  I  was  just  looking  out 
upon  the  moon  that  shines  so  sweetly, 
and  the  stars  that  twinkle  in  the  clear 
blue  sky,  I  could  not  help  feeling  sol- 
emn, for  I  thought,  '  My  Father  made 
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them  all  f  and  then  I  wished  that  I 
could  see  him.  And  now,  as  we  are 
all  alone,  will  you  tell  me  about  Hea- 
ven ?" 

"  Yes,  my  dear  ;  get  your  Bible,  for 
we  shall  want  to  see  what  that  says 
about  it ;  and  then  come  and  sit  down 
by  me.  And,  in  the  first  place,  you 
may  find  some  passages  to  prove  that 
there  is  a  state  of  future  happiness." 

"  St.  John  says,  6  This  is  the  prom- 
ise that  he  hath  promised  us,  even  eter- 
nal life.'  What  does  eternal  life 
mean,  mother  ?" 

"  The  Lord  Jesus  explains  it,  in  his 
prayer  to  the  Father  for   his  disciples  : 

'  And  this  is  life  eternal,  that  they 
might  know  thee,  the  only  true  God, 
and  Jesus  Christ  whom  thou  hast  sent.' 
It  is  not  the  natural  life  of  the  body  ; 
but  the  spiritual  life  of  the  soul.     It  is 
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the  experimental  knowledge  of  God  in 
their  own  hearts.  It  begins  in  this  life, 
but  it  will  last  for  ever.  The  more  we 
learn  about  God,  the  more  we  love  to 
think  of  him,  and  the  more  happy  we 
are.  If  you  go  to  Heaven,  you  will  al- 
ways be  learning  more  and  more  about 
God  ;  and  yet,  you  will  never  know  all. 
It  is  this  knowledge  of  God  that  our 
Saviour  calls  eternal  life.  But  the 
apostle  John  says  this  life  is  in  the  Son 
of  God." 

"  How  is  that,  mother  ?  Our  eter- 
nal life  is  in  the  Son  of  God — how 
wonderful !" 

"  It  is  indeed  wonderful.  Our  eter- 
nal life  is  in  Christ  Jesus.  He  has 
bought  our  freedem  from  eternal  death, 
by  his  own  blood  ;  and  he  it  is  that  will 
give  us  eternal  life.     This  will  employ 
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the  hearts  and  tongues  of  saints  for  ever 
in  the  world  of  glory. 

*  They  with  united  breath 
Ascribe  their  conquests  to  the  Lamb, 
Their  glory  to  his  death.' 

"  Can  you  tell  me,  my  dear,  what  the 
apostle  Peter  says  about  the  inheritance 
of  the  saints  ?" 

"  He  says  it  is  '  incorruptible,  and 
undefiled,  and  fadeth  not  away,'  But 
what  does  inheritance  mean  ?" 

"  You  know,  my  dear,  when  rich 
men  die,  their  property  goes  to  their 
children  ;  and  sometimes  they  give  it  to 
them  before  they  die.  This  is  called 
an  inheritance." 

"  O,  now  I  understand  what  it  means. 
St.  John  says,  f  Behold,  what  manner 
of  love  the  Father  hath  bestowed  upon 
us,  that  we  should  be  called  the  sons  of 
God !'     As  the  son  has  a  right  to  the 
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property  of  his  father,  so  this  heavenly 
inheritance  comes  to  us,  because  God 
has  taken  us  for  his  own  children.  Mrs. 
Goodheart  took  little  Susan  and  adopted 
her  as  her  own  daughter,  because  she 
loved  her.  1  didn't  wonder  at  it ;  for 
Susan  was  such  a  sweet  little  girl,  that 
nobody  could  help  loving  her.  But  only 
think  how  God  has  loved  us  !  The 
Bible  says,  '  God  commendeth  his  love 
to  us,  in  that,  while  we  were  yet  sin- 
ners, Christ  died  for  us.?  How  won- 
derful that  he  should  give  his  own  dear 
Son  to  die  for  his  enemies  ;  and  then 
adopt  them  as  his  own  children,  and 
make  them  heirs  with  that  same  Son, 
to  an  eternal  inheritance  !" 

"  But,  my  dear,  that  is  not  all.  This 
inheritance  is  not  only  eternal ;  but  it  is 
incorrutpible  and  undefiled ;  and  itfadeth 

not  aivay" 
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"  Well,  what  does  incorruptible  mean, 
mother  ?" 

"  Every  thing  in  this  world,  my  dear, 
is  subject  to  decay.  If  you  lay  up  a 
great  many  fine  clothes,  the  moths  will 
eat  them  ;  and  if  they  get  damp,  they 
will  mildew,  and  fall  to  pieces.  So,  if 
you  pick  some  fine  ripe  fruit,  and  lay  it 
away  carefully  to  keep  it,  in  a  little 
while  it  will  grow  sour  and  mouldy,  and 
breed  worms.  Our  bodies,  too,  which 
are  so  wonderfully  made,  as  soon  as 
they  die,  turn  to  corruption,  and  become 
so  offensive  that  nobody  will  look  at 
them.  So,  every  thing  in  this  world  is 
said  to  be  corruptible.  But  in  heaven 
it  is  not  so.  All  the  bright  and  glori- 
ous beings,  who  surround  the  throne  of 
God,  are  incorruptible.  Even  our  own 
bodies  will  be  raised  up  from  the  dead, 
so  that  they  will  never  see  corruption 
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again.  All  the  holy  beings  there  will 
live  for  ever  ;  and  they  never  will  have 
any  pain  or  sickness  there,  for  they  shall 
see  no  corruption." 

"  And  what  does  undefiled  mean, 
mother  ?" 

"  It  means  clean  and  pure.  If  you 
were  walking  along  in  the  street,  and 
should  fall  into  the  gutter,  which  is  full 
of  mud  and  filth,  you  would  be  defiled. 
But,  if  you  keep  clean  and  pure,  you 
will  be  undefiled.  In  the  Bible,  God 
compares  sin,  in  its  effects  upon  the 
soul,  to  mud  and  filth,  in  its  effects 
upon  the  body.  The  soul  that  is  full 
of  sin,  is  impure  and  defiled  ;  but  holy 
beings  are  pure  and  undefiled.  This  is 
what  it  means  here.  Sin  will  never 
enter  heaven.  Perfect  purity  reigns  in 
the  breasts  of  all  its  holy  inhabitants,55 
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"  O  how  delightful  it  would  be,  mo- 
ther, if  it  was  like  spring  and  summer 
all  the  time,  so  that  we  could  walk 
among  the  shady  trees,  and  smell  the 
sweet  flowers,  and  eat  fruit  all  the 
time." 

"  But,  my  dear,  our  heavenly  inheri- 
tance is  unfading.  All  these  beautiful 
flowers  will  fade  away.  That  pleasant 
grove  will  soon  look  dry  and  barren. 
All  nature  will  be  clad  in  mourning. 
'  The  grass  withereth  and  the  flower 
thereof  falleth  away.'  And  so  must 
these  frail  bodies  fade  away.  See  little 
Susan  there ;  how  fresh  she  looks ! 
Her  rosy  cheeks  and  smiling  face,  how 
beautiful !  But,  in  a  few  years,  if  she 
lives,  that  pretty  face  will  be  wrinkled  ; 
and  those  graceful  locks  that  flow  curl- 
ing down  upon  her  shoulders,  will  be 
gray  and   dead  ;  and   at   last,  pale   in 
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death,  that  sweet  countenance  will  be 
too  loathsome  to  look  upon.  But,  it  is 
not  so  in  Heaven.  Think  of  eternity  ! 
Eternity  that  has  no  end !  Yet  the 
saints,  whose  bodies  shall  be  raised  from 
the  dead,  will  never  grow  old.  After 
they  shall  have  been  there  thousands 
and  millions  of  years,  they  will  appear 
as  young  and  beautiful  as  ever.  And 
so  it  will  be  with  every  thing,  in  that 
holy,  happy  place. 

'  There  everlasting  spring  abides. 
And  never-withering  flowers.' " 

"  Mother,  my  teacher  sometimes  says 
that  God  is  in  Heaven,  and  sometimes 
that  he  is  every  where.  Is  Heaven  eve- 
ry where  ?" 

"  No,  my  dear,  Heaven  is  a  place, 

and   God   is   there ;   but   he  is   every 

where  else,  too.     Christ  says,  '  In  my 

Father's  house  are  many  mansions — I 

2* 


18  HEAVEN. 

go  to  prepare  a  place  for  you.'  Enoch 
and  Elijah  and  the  Lord  Jesus,  went  up 
into  Heaven  bodily;  and  in  the  end  of 
the  world,  when  the  people  of  God  shall 
be  raised  from  the  dead,  they  will  go 
up  bodily  into  Heaven.  Heaven  must 
be  a  local  place,  or  these  bodies  could 
not  be  there." 

"  Is  heaven  up  in  the  sky,  mother  ?" 
"  My  dear,  as  this  world  is  round,  like 
an  apple,  going  up  to  the  sky  on  one 
side  of  it  would  be  going  in  a  different 
direction  from  the  sky  on  the  other 
side.  And,  as  the  earth  turns  over 
once  every  day,  the  sky  that  we  see 
one  part  of  the  day  is  in  a  different  di- 
rection from  what  we  see  another  part 
of  the  day.  You  will  see  what  I  mean 
by  looking  at  the  Frontispiece  at  the 
beginning  of  the  book.  On  four  sides, 
you  will  see  birds  flying  up  towards  the 
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sky,  and  yet  all  are  going  in  different 
directions.  And  do  you  see  all  those 
stars  that  are  set  so  thick  in  the  sky  ? 
They  are  other  worlds  and  other  suns, 
which  God  has  made.  So,  you  see  you 
get  a  false  idea  by  supposing  that 
Heaven  is  up  in  the  sky." 

"  But,  mother,  was  not  Elijah  taken 
up  in  a  chariot  of  fire,  and  was  not  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  carried  to  Heaven  in 
a  cloud," 

"  Yes,  my  dear  ;  they  could  not  be 
carried  away  from  this  world  without 
appearing  to  go  up  into  the  sky  ;  yet 
this  does  not  prove  that  Heaven  is  there. 
We  do  not  know  where  it  is.  The  Bi- 
ble does  not  tell  us." 

"  Well,  mother,  I  don't  care  much 
about  knowing  where  Heaven  is.  I 
think  the  Bible  says  enough  about  it. 
Our  dear  Saviour  says  he  goes  to  pre- 
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pare  a   place   for  us   in   his   Father's 
house." 

"  Yes,  my  dear,  and  when  the  man- 
sion is  prepared  for  us,  he  will  return 
and  take  us  home,  that  we  may  be  with 
him,  where  he  is.  And  thus  he  prays, 
6  Father,  I  will  that  they  also,  whom 
thou  hast  given  me,  be  with  me,  where 
I  am  ;  that  they  may  behold  my  glory, 
which  thou  hast  given  me.'  Such  is 
his  love  for  us  that  he  is  not  willing 
that  we  should  be  separated  from  him.55 


CHAPTER    II. 

Heaven  a  place  of  inexpressible  felicity. 

"  Mother,  1  think  Heaven  must  be 
a  very  happy  place." 

"  Yes,  my  dear  ;  we  may  know  this, 
from  the  names  that  are  given  to  it.  It 
is  called  Paradise,  in  allusion  to  the 
state  of  perfect  innocence,  purity  and 
felicity,  of  our  first  parents  in  the  garden 
of  Eden.  So,  from  this,  we  may  con- 
clude that  Heaven  is  a  place  of  inno- 
cence, purity,  and  felicity.'5 

"  St.  Paul  calls  it  a  <  building  of  God, 
a  house  not  made  with  hands.'  What 
does  that  mean  ?" 

"  A  house,  my  dear,  is  a  shelter  from 
the  heat  and  the  cold,  from  the  burning 
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sun  and  the  raging  storm.  It  is  a  set- 
tlement— a  resting  place — a  home. 
The  Lord  Jesus  calls  it  his  Fathers 
house ;  and  if  we  are  his  followers,  his 
Father  is  our  Father." 

"  Yes,  mother,  I  see  now.  What 
place  so  sweet  as  home — my  father's 
house,  where  all  my  friends  are  :  fa- 
ther, mother,  brothers-and  sisters.  But, 
how  much  better  our  eternal  home." 

"  Heaven  is  also  called  a  city,  built 
by  God  himself;  'a  city  which  hath 
foundations,  whose  builder  and  maker 
is  God.'  And,  as  I  said  before,  it  is 
called  an  inheritance.  We  are  called 
<  heirs  of  God,  and  joint  heirs  with 
Christ,5  to  his  Father's  estate." 

"  O,  mother,  that  is  too  wonderful 
for  me  !  Is  it  possible  that  we  shall 
share  with  Christ  the  glory  of  the  Fa- 
ther ?» 
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"  It  is  wonderful  indeed,  yet  true,  as 
the  Apostle  says,  i  He  that  spared  not 
his  own  Son,  but  delivered  him  up  for 
us  all,  how  shall  he  not  with  him  freely 
give  us  all  things  V  And  the  apostle 
John  says,  *  Beloved,  now  are  w7e  the 
Sons  of  God,  and  it  doth  not  yet  ap- 
pear what  we  shall  be;  but  when  he 
shall  appear,  we  shall  be  like  him,  for 
we  shall  see  him  as  he  is.'  " 

"  What  a  glorious  thought,  mother, 
We  shall  be  like  him  !  We,  who 
were  once  his  enemies,  and  the  enemies 
of  every  thing  good,  now  made  like  the 
blessed  Jesus,  sharing  with  him  all 
things  !  And  we  shall  see  him  as  he 
is.  We  shall  talk  with  him  face  to 
face." 

"  And,  my  dear,  we  shall  not  only 
inherit  his  glory  and  his  wealth,  but  his 
kingdom   also.     '  Then  shall  the  king 
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say  to  them  on  his  right  hand,  Come  ye 
blessed  of  my  Father,  inherit  the  king- 
dom prepared  for  you  from  the  founda- 
tion of  the  world.' - 

"  What  kingdom  will  that  be,  moth- 
er ?  Over  whom  will  the  saints  rule, 
in  Heaven  ?" 

"  What  this  kingdom  is,  or  what  is 
the  nature  of  the  authority  given  to  the 
saints,  the  Bible  does  not  inform  us  ; 
we  are  only  told  that  we  shall  reign 
with  Christ,  and  share  with  him  in  his 
glory." 

"  Well,  mother,  that  is  enough. — 
What  more  could  we  ask  ?" 

"  I  can  think  of  nothing  more  de- 
lightful, my  dear,  than  the  idea  of  be- 
ing associated  with  Christ,  in  his  king- 
dom. Heaven  is  also  represented  as  a 
place  of  glory.  '  For  our  light  afflic- 
tion, which  is  but  for  a  moment,  work- 
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eth  for  us  a  far  more  exceeding  and 
eternal  weight  of  glory.5  What  words 
could  tell  more  than  these  ?  Exceed- 
ing— beyond  any  thing  else.  Far  more 
exceeding — far  beyond.  Eternal — ne- 
ver ending — weight.  O,  how  expres- 
sive !  Well  did  the  same  apostle  say, 
c  Eye  hath  not  seen,  nor  ear  heard,  nei- 
ther have  entered  into  the  heart  of 
man,  the  things  which  God  hath  pre- 
pared for  them  that  love  him.5  Heaven 
is  also  called  peace ,  rest,  and  the  joy  oj 
the  Lord.  '  The  righteous,5  says  the 
prophet  Isaiah,  <  shall  enter  into  peace.5 
The  holy  inhabitants  of  that  blessed 
place  will  be  at  peace  with  God  and 
with  one  another.  Jealousy  and  con- 
tentions will  never  enter  there.  Guilt 
will  not  disturb  us.  Uneasiness,  discon- 
tent, fretfulness,  wrill  not  be  known* 
3 
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"  Mother,  will  there  be  any  little 
children  there  ?" 

"  Yes  ;  but  they  will  not  be  naugh- 
ty, nor  cry  any  more.  They  will  be 
good  natured  and  happy.  Heaven  is 
also  called  a  Rest.  i  There  remaineth, 
therefore,  a  rest  to  the  people  of  God.'  " 

"  When  I  am  tired,  mother,  there  is 
nothing  I  long  for  so  much  as  rest." 

"  Well,  this  world  is  a  tiresome  place ; 
full  of  difficulties  and  troubles.  It  is 
sweet  to  think  that  wre  shall  soon  get 
home  to  our  rest." 

"  Yes,  mother,  I  remember  how  tired 
we  were  when  we  went  the  journey 
over  the  rough  roads  to  uncle  Samp- 
son's. How  glad  we  all  were  when  we 
got  home  to  our  rest." 

"  And  this  life  is  a  wearisome  jour- 
ney. Rest,  to  God's  people,  will  be 
sweet   in    Heaven,     But  it  won't  be 


HEAVEN.  27 

like  the  rest  we  take  here.  It  will  not 
be  a  rest  from  action ;  but  from  all 
those  evils  and  infirmities,  which  make 
action  disagreeable  or  painful.  Al- 
though always  active,  yet  we  shall 
never  tire." 

"  O,  mother,  do  sing  that  sweet  pret- 
ty hymn  about  our  rest  in  heaven." 

"  Sleep  not,  the  Saviour  cries, 

On  this  low  earthly  ground  ; 
Press  on,  press  on,  above  the  skies — 

There  shall  your  rest  be  found. 

Where  the  pilgrim  reposes, 

The  fields  are  all  green, 
There  day  never  closes, 

Nor  clouds  intervene. 

O  the  forms  that  are  there ! 

Such  as  eye  hath  not  seen — 
O  the  songs  they  sing  there, 

With  hosannas  between, 
While  the  river  of  life  flows  freely." 
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"  You  said,  too,  mother,  that  Heaven 
is  called  '  the  joy  of  the  Lord.'  " 

"  Yes  ;  our  Lord  tells  us  that  it  will 
be  said  to  the  faithful  servant,  '  enter 
thou  into  the  joy  of  thy  Lord.5  " 

"  What  does  that  mean,  mother  ?" 

"  God  is  infinitely  happy  in  himself. 
His  joy  is  unspeakable.  And  I  sup- 
pose the  saints  in  Heaven  partake  of 
his  joy,  as  far  as  they  are  capable. 
David  says,  '  In  thy  presence  is  ful- 
ness of  joy  and  at  thy  right  hand  are 
pleasures  forevermore.'  In  Heaven, 
God  will  be  present,  in  such  a  peculiar 
manner  that  his  presence  will  be  known 
and  felt ;  and  all  the  saints  and  glo- 
rified spirits  will  enjoy,  through  Jesus 
Christ,  his  presence  and  his  smiles 
continually.  You  love  to  be  with  fa- 
ther ;  and  how  happy  you  feel  when  he 
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smiles  upon  you.  But  how  infinitely 
greater  the  enjoyment  of  one  that 
stands  before  God,  and  receives  the 
smiles  of  the  blessed  Jesus !" 
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CHAPTER  III. 

What  makes  people  happy  in  Heaven. 

"  My  dear  mother,  will  you  tell  me 
more  about  Heaven  ?" 

"  Yes,  my  dear  ;  I  will  tell  you  more 
about  what  makes  people  happy  in 
Heaven.  And,  in  the  first  place,  we 
shall  be  free  from  sin,  and  from  all  the 
evils  that  we  have  to  endure  in  this 
world  in  consequence  of  sin.  Our 
wicked  hearts  will  trouble  us  no  more. 
Evil  thoughts  and  bad  feelings  will  no 
more  disturb  our  minds.  We  shall  no 
more  long  after  things  that  God  has 
forbidden  us*  There  we  shall  hate 
nothing  but  sin." 
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"  Nothing  makes  me  feel  so  bad,  mo- 
ther, as  to  hate  any  body.  And  when 
I  feel  angry,  I  am  so  miserable.55 

"  But,  in  Heaven,  all  will  be  love. 
*  God  is  love  ;■'  and  all  holy  beings  are 
like  him.  Think  how  delightful  it 
would  be,  if  all  the  people  you  are  ac- 
quainted with  loved  one  another.  If 
all  the  teachers  and  children  in  the  Sab- 
bath School  loved  one  another  heartily, 
what  a  sweet  happy  place  it  would  be. 
In  Heaven,  they  all  love  one  another, 
and  all  their  love  is  centered  in  God. 
If  some  one  should  make  you  a  rich 
present,  would'nt  you  be  glad  to  see 
him  and  talk  with  him  ?" 

"  Yes,  mother,  I  would  ;  for  I  should 
know  he  loved  me,  or  he  would  not 
take  so  much  pains  to  please  me.55 

"  Well,  think  how  much  God  has 
done  for  us.     He   has  loved  us,  so  as 
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to  give  his  only  Son  to  die  for  us  ;  and 
if  we  ever  get  to  Heaven,  we  shall  see 
that  we  owe  every  thing  to  him.  So 
that,  besides  the  comfort  of  love,  there 
will  be  the  pleasure  of  gratitude  for  the 
wonderful  love  of  God,  who  has  done 
so  much  for  us.  Again,  sometimes, 
when  you  have  been  angry,  you  have 
not  willingly  obeyed  me." 

"  Yes  ;  but  I  felt  very  bad  because 
I  could  not  have  my  own  way.  But, 
when  I  see  that  you  are  right,  and  sub- 
mit cheerfully  to  your  will,  then  I  feel 
quite  happy." 

"  So  it  will  be  in  Heaven,  All  the 
holy  beings  there,  submit  cheerfully  to 
God,  and  delight  to  do  his  will.  They 
see  his  will  is  holy,  wise,  just  and  good, 
and  therefore  they  delight  in  it.  All 
Heaven  is  of  one  mind  and  soul." 

"  You  said  that  we  should  not  only  be 
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free  from  sin,  but  from  all  the  evils  that 
come  from  sin," 

"  Yes,  my  dear.  We  are  subject 
here  to  trouble,  anxiety,  fear,  misfor- 
tune, pain,  and  sickness.  From  all 
these,  we  shall  be  free  in  Heaven. 
Here  our  appetites  and  passions  are  con- 
tinually tempting  us  to  do  things  which 
are  ruinous  both  to  soul  and  body  ;  and 
we  often  feel  wretched,  because  our 
wishes  cannot  be  gratified.  But,  in 
Heaven  we  shall  never  wish  for  any 
thing  that  we  cannot  have.  Here,  too, 
when  we  try  to  think  of  God  and  hea- 
venly things,  the  things  that  we  see 
and  hear  around  us,  press  down  our 
spirits  ;  our  spiritual  affections  are 
chilled  by  the  spirit  of  the  world  ;  and 
our  souls  are  clogged  with  the  infirmi- 
ties of  this  frail  body.  When  we  try 
to  call  in  our  wandering  thoughts,  to  fix 
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our  attention,  and  to  commune  with 
God  in  meditation  and  prayer,  we  soon 
grow  weary,  dull,  or  stupid.  But 
then  it  will  not  be  so.  The  objects  of 
sense  will  not  stand  between  us  and 
God  ;  we  shall  breathe  in  a  holy  at- 
mosphere ;  our  bodies  will  be  changed 
into  spiritual  bodies.  Our  minds  will 
be  set  at  liberty.  These  active  spirits 
will  be  no  longer  fettered  with  these 
clogs  of  clay — they  will  be  left  free,  to 
range  in  the  wide  field  of  thought.  We 
shall  never  grow  weary  of  studying  the 
character  and  works  of  God,  or  of  sing- 
ing his  praise." 

"  I  think  the  saints  in  Heaven  must 
be  learning  very  fast.  I  have  often 
thought,  if  my  mind  could  only  be  free 
from  my  body,  how  fast  I  could  learn." 

"  Yes,  my  dear,  I  suppose  they  learn 
more    there  in  a    single  day,    than    we 
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can  learn  here  as  long  as  we  live. 
They  will  be  learning  for  ever  and 
ever,  and  yet  they  will  never  know  all. 

Only  think  of  it — if  the  saints  and 
angels  go  on  improving  for  ever  and 
ever,  what  mighty  giant  minds  they  will 
have !  I  suppose  the  smallest  child  that 
ever  went  to  Heaven,  will  become  as 
great  as  the  angel  Gabriel  is  now — and 
what  will  he  be  ?" 

"  What  good  company  there  will 
in  Heaven,  mother.55 

"  Yes  ;  the  apostle  Paul  says  that 
are  come  4  to  an  innumerable  company 
of  angels,  to  the  general  assembly  and 
church  of  the  first  born,  and  to  God  the 
Judge  of  all,  and  to  the  spirits  of  just 
men  made  perfect,  and  to  Jesus,  the 
Mediator  of  the  new  covenant.'  " 

"  O,  what  delightful  society  !  And 
shall  /  be  allowed  to  sit  down  and  talk 
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with  the  angels,  and  with  Enoch,  who 
went  to  Heaven  without  dying  ;  and 
with  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jacob  ;  and 
with  Moses,  Samuel,  David,  and  all  the 
prophets  ;  and  with  John  the  Baptist, 
Peter,  Paul,  and  the  rest  of  the  apostles, 
and  with  all  the  martyrs,  who  have 
been  put  to  death  by  wicked  kings,  and 
by  the  church  of  Rome  ?  Yes,  and 
with  my  dear  Jesus,  too,  who  died  for 
me.  And  will  he  let  me  look  at  the 
prints  of  the  nails  in  his  hands  and  feet, 
and  the  scars  in  his  forehead,  made  by 
the  cruel  thorns  ?  And  then  I  will 
praise  him,  and  sing  with  the  ten  thou- 
sand who  stand  around  the  throne, 
'  Worthy  is  the  Lamb  that  was  slain  to 
receive  power,  and  riches,  and  wisdom, 
and  strength,  and  honor,  and  glory,  and 
blessing.5  And  will  they  tell  me  the 
wonderful  things  they  have  heard  and 
4 
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seen  there,  for  so  many  thousands  of 
years  ?  And  will  there  be  no  wicked 
men  there,  to  spoil  this  good  society  ?" 
"  No,  my  dear  ;  '  There  shall  in  no 
wise  enter  into  it  any  thing  that  defi- 
leth,  neither  whatsoever  worketh  abomi- 
nation, or  maketh  a  lie  :  but  they 
which  are  written  in  the  Lamb's  book 
of  life.5 

4  Those  holy  gates  for  ever  bar 

Pollution,  sin,  and  shame ; 
None  shall  obtain  admittance  there 

But  followers  of  the  Lamb.' 

But,  you  know,  my  dear,  that  peo- 
ple sometimes  have  false  friends,  who 
say  they  love  them,  while  they  do  not. 
Is  it  not  possible  that  you  may  be  de- 
ceiving yourself,  in  thinking  that  you 
love  Jesus  ?  The  beloved  apostle  John 
says,  '  This  is  love,  that  wre  walk  after 
his  commandments.5 " 
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"  Well,  mother,  I  love  to  keep  his 
commandments,  too ;  and  when  my 
wicked  heart  leads  me  to  break  them, 
I  feel  sorry,  and  cry  and  grieve,  and 
beg  his  pardon,  till  he  gives  me  peace 
of  mind  again, w 

"But,  the  greatest  happiness  of 
Heaven  will  come  from  the  presence  of 
God.  St.  John  says,  in  the  Revelation, 
1  Beloved,  the  tabernacle  of  God  is 
with  men,  and  he  will  dwell  with 
them,,  and  they  shall  be  his  people,  and 
God  himself  shall  be  with  them,  and 
be  their  God.  And  God  shall  wipe 
away  all  tears  from  their  eyes ;  and 
there  shall  be  no  more  death,  neither 
sorrow  nor  crying,  neither  shall  there 
be  any  more  pain." 

"  Yes,  mother ;  I  am  never  so  happy 
as  when  I  can  feel  that  God  is  with 
me.     But,  how  much  more  happy  shall 
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I   be,  when  God  shall  take  me  home, 
and  be  with  me,  and  be  my  God." 

"  Yes,  my  dear ;  and  how  unworthy 
we  are  of  such  honor  and  glory  ;  to 
have  God  for  our  friend,  to  commune 
with  him,  and  to  enjoy  his  infinite  love* 
The  thought  is  too  big  for  me." 

4  0  for  a  sight,  a  pleasing  sight, 

Of  our  Almighty  Father's  throne  ! 
There  sits  our  Saviour  crowned  with  light, 
Clothed  in  a  body  like  our  own. 

Adoring  saints  around  him  stand, 

And  thrones  and  powers  before  him  fall ; 

The  God  shines  gracious  through  the  man, 
And  sheds  sweet  glories  on  them  all. 

When  shall  the  day,  dear  Lord,  appear 
That  I  shall  mount  to  dwell  above, 

And  stand  and  bow  among  them  there, 
And  view  thy  face,  and  sing,  and  love  V 

i  Here  I  behold  thy  distant  face, 
And  'tis  a  pleasing  sight ; 
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But  to  abide  in  thine  embrace, 
Is  infinite  delight. 

I'd  part  with  all  the  joys  of  sense, 

To  gaze  upon  thy  throne  ; 
Pleasure  springs  fresh  for  ever  thence, 

Unspeakable,  unknown. 

There  all  the  Heavenly  hosts  are  seen, 

In  shining  ranks  they  move, 
And  drink  immortal  vigor  in 

With  wonder  and  with  love. 

Then  at  thy  feet,  with  awful  fear 

Th'  adoring  armies  fall ; 
With  joy  they  shrink  to  nothing  there, 

Before  th'  eternal  All. 

The  more  thy  glories  strike  my  eyes, 

The  humbler  I  shall  lie  ; 
Thus  while  I  sink,  my  joy  shall  rise 

Unmeasurably  high.'  " 

"Mother,  you  said  Heaven  is  a 
place  of  activity  ;  what  shall  we  have 
to  do  there  ?" 

4* 
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"  The  Bible  very  clearly  teaches, 
that  one  great  employment  of  saints 
and  angels  in  glory  is  to  sing  the 
praises  of  God  ;  but  we  have  no  rea- 
son to  think  that  is  all  they  do.  On 
the  contrary,  we  are  given  to  under- 
stand that  angels  and  glorified  saints 
are  employed  in  doing  the  will  of  God. 
The  apostle  Paul  tells  us  that  the  an- 
gels are  all  ministering  spirits ;  and  the 
Lord  Jesus  says  that,  in  the  resurrec- 
tion we  shall  be  as  the  angels  of  God. 
And,  we  are  taught  to  pray  that  the 
will  of  God  may  be  done  on  earth,  as 
it  is  in  Heaven.  So  I  think  it  is  clear 
that  God  has  something  for  us  to  do 
in  Heaven.  But,  if  the  Bible  said 
nothing  about  it,  I  think  we  should 
have  good  reason  to  believe  that  Heav- 
en is  not  a  place  of  idle  rest ;  for,  you 
will  always  find  in  this  life,  we  can  nei- 
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ther  be  good  nor  happy  without  activi- 
ty. Indolence  stupifies  the  mind, 
brings  disease  upon  the  body,  and  pro- 
motes vicious  habits.  You  never  saw 
an  idle  boy  or  girl,  that  was  a  good 
boy  or  a  good  girl ;  and  generally  such 
boys  and  girls,  when  they  grow  up, 
will  be  idle  and  vicious.  It  seems  as 
if  God  had  so  formed  all  nature  as  to 
require  activity  every  where.  The 
beasts  of  the  field  are  not  idle  ;  the 
birds  of  the  air  are  not  idle  ;  and  if 
you  shut  up  water  so  that  it  cannot 
move,  it  will  sour,  breed  insects,  and 
become  good  for  nothing.  Nothing  in 
creation  is  idle.  This  world,  and  the 
sun,  moon,  and  stars,  move  on  in  their 
courses  with  ceaseless  activity.  And 
can  you  suppose  there  is  no  activity  in 
Heaven  ?  No  ;  but  as  Dr.  Watts  says, 
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6  There  to  fulfil  his  sweet  commands, 

Our  speedy  feet  shall  move  ; 
No  sin  shall  clog  our  winged  zeal, 
Or  cool  our  burning  love. 

There  shall  we  sit,  and  sing  and  tell 
The  wonders  of  his  grace, 

Till  heavenly  raptures  fire  our  hearts, 
And  smile  in  every  face. 

Forever  his  dear  sacred  name 
Shall  dwell  upon  our  tongue, 

And  Jesus  and  salvation  be 
The  close  of  every  song.'  " 


CHAPTER  IV. 

The  Resurrection  and  Judgment. 

"  Mother,  you  said  something  yes- 
terday about  the  resurrection.  Will 
you  tell  me  more  about  it  ?  Will  the 
same  body  that  is  buried  in  the  ground 
be  raised  up  again  ?" 

"  Christ  is  called  the  first  fruits  of 
the  resurrection ;  and  it  is  evident 
that  the  same  body  that  was  crucified 
and  was  laid  three  days  in  the  tomb, 
rose  again  and  came  forth.  But  Paul 
compares  death  and  the  resurrection  to 
the  grain  that  is  put  into  the  ground, 
and  springs  up  and  brings  forth  new 
grain.     The  new  kernel  of  wheat  on 
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the  stalk  is  not  the  very  same  kernel 
that  was  put  into  the  ground  ;  but  it 
has  grown  out  of  it,  and  it  will  be  of 
the  same  kii^d  as  the  one  that  was 
sown,  and  will  look  like  it.  So  it  will 
be  with  the  body  in  the  resurrection. 
As  Paul  says,  '  It  is  sown  in  corrup- 
tion ;  it  is  raised  in  incorruption.  It  is 
sown  in  dishonor  ;  it  is  raised  in  glory  : 
it  is  sown  in  weakness  ;  it  is  raised  in 
power.  It  is  sown  a  natural  body  ;  it 
is  raised  a  spiritual  body.' " 

"  What  is  a  spiritual  body,  mother  ? 
I  can't  understand  that.  I  thought  spi- 
rits had  no  bodies." 

"  I  don't  understand  it,  my  dear  ;  but 
I  believe  it,  because  the  Bible  says, 
6  there  is  a  natural  body,  and  there  is  a 
spiritual  body.'  There  can  be  no  doubt 
that  we  shall  have  bodies,  in  the  resur- 
rection ;  but  it  is  certain  that  our  bodies 
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will  be  wonderfully  changed.  Paul 
says,  '  Flesh  and  blood  cannot  inherit 
the  kingdom  of  God  ;  neither  d,oth  cor- 
ruption inherit  incorruption.'  So  that, 
we  shall  not  be  subject  to  pain,  sick- 
ness, and  death,  as  we  are  now  ;  nor 
shall  we  be  hungry,  or  require  food. 
The  apostle  goes  on  to  describe  the  re- 
surrection ;  '  We  shall  not  all  sleep, 
but  we  shall  all  be  changed,  in  a  mo- 
ment ;  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye,  at 
the  last  trump.'  " 

"  What  does  he  mean,  mother,  by 
saying  '  We  shall  not  all  sleep  ?'  " 

"  He  means  that  at  the  resurrection 
there  will  be  some  people  living,  who 
will  not  die ;  but  that  a  change  will 
take  place  in  their  bodies,  so  that  they 
will  become  spiritual,  like  those  that 
are  raised  from  the  dead.  In  another 
place  he  says,  '  If  we  believe  that  Jesus 
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died  and  rose  again,  even  so  them  also 
which  sleep  in  Jesus  will  God  bring 
with  him.  For  this  we  say  unto  you 
by  the  word  of  the  Lord,  that  we  which 
are  alive  or  remain  unto  the  coming  of 
the  Lord,  shall  not  prevent  (or  go  be- 
fore) them  which  are  asleep. " 

"  But,  what  does  he  mean  by  '  them 
which  are  asleep'  ?P 

"  In  the  Bible,  the  pious  dead  are 
generally  spoken  of  as  being  asleep. 
This  is  a  beautiful  figure  to  show  the 
peaceful  state  of  their  departed  souls, 
and  the  state  of  their  bodies,  which  are 
to  be  waked  from  sleep  on  the  morning 
of  the  resurrection.  The  apostle  goes 
on  to  say,  *  For  the  Lord  himself  shall 
descend  from  Heaven  with  a  shout, 
with  the  voice  of  the  archangel  and  the 
trump  of  God  :  and  the  dead  in  Christ 
shall  rise   first :    Then  we,  which  are 
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alive  and  remain,  shall  be  caught  up  to- 
gether with  them  in  the  clouds,  to  meet 
the  Lord  in  the  air  :  and  so  shall  we  be 
ever  with  the  Lord.5  " 

"  O  what  a  delightful  thought — to  be 
always  with  Jesus  !" 

"  Yes  ;  we  are  never  so  happy  as 
when  in  company  with  the  friends  we 
love  ;  how  happy  then  shall  we  be,  in 
company  with  Jesus,  our  Almighty 
Friend,  who  loved  us,  and  gave  himself 
for  us,  that  he  might  redeem  us  from 
all  iniquity.  But  I  was  telling  you 
what  Paul  says  about  the  resurrection.: 
4  For  the  trumpet  shall  sound,  and  the 
dead  shall  be  raised  incorruptible,  and 
we  shall  be  changed.'  Our  bodies  are 
liable  to  corrupt  and  decay.  If  your 
flesh  gets  bruised,  it  will  become  sore 
and  corrupt,  and  if  not  cured,  it  will  ex- 
tend all  over  your  body,  till  it  will  take 
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away  your  life  ;  and  when  your  body  is 
dead,  it  will  grow  corrupt,  breed  worms> 
and  moulder  away  to  dust.  But  in  the 
resurrection,  our  bodies  will  not  be  sub- 
ject to  any  such  corruption  and  decay  ; 
as  the  apostle  says,  '  So  when  this  cor- 
ruptible shall  have  put  on  incorruption, 
and  this  mortal  shall  have  put  on  im- 
mortality, then  shall  be  brought  to  pass 
the  saying  that  is  written,  Death  is 
swallowed  up  in  victory.  O  deaths 
where  is  thy  sting  ?  O  grave,  where  is 
thy  victory  ?'  " 

"  O   mother,  that  makes  me  think  of 
that  beautiful  hymn  o§  Dr.  Watts  : 

*  Corruption,  earth,  and  worms, 

Shall  but  refine  this  flesh, 
Till  my  triumphant  spirit  comes, 

To  put  it  on  afresh. 

God  my  Redeemer  lives, 
And  often  from  the  skies, 
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Looks  down  and  watches  all  my  dust, 
Till  he  shall  bid  it  rise. 

Arrayed  in  glorious  grace, 

Shall  these  vile  bodies  shine, 
And  every  shape  and  every  face, 

Look  heavenly  and  divine.' 

Mother,  do  you  think  we  shall  know 
each  other  in  Heaven  ?n 

"  I  have  no  doubt  of  it,  my  dear. 
After  the  death  of  his  son,  David  says, 
*  I  shall  go  to  him.'  And  I  think  it 
very  plain  from  the  description  of  the 
resurrection  given  by  the  apostle  Paul, 
that  the  form  of  each  person  will  be 
preserved,  as  much  like  the  original  as 
the  corn  of  wheat  that  grows  on  the 
stalk  is  like  the  one  that  was  sown." 

"  And  then  I  shall  see  my  dear  lit- 
tle brother  that  died,  and  grand-mother 
and  aunt  Susan." 

"  Yes ;  I  suppose  we  shall  see  all  our 
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dear  friends  there,  who  have  died  in  the 
Lord  ;  but  I  think  we  shall  be  so  ra- 
vished and  delighted  with  the  glory  of 
God  and  the  sight  of  the  blessed  Jesus, 
that  we  shall  hardly  think  of  our 
friends." 

"  Well,  mother,  do  you  suppose  all 
will  be  equal  in  Heaven,  or  will  some 
be  happier  than  others  ?  •' 

"  I  suppose,  my  dear,  that  they  will 
be  all  equal  in  this  respect,  that  they 
will  all  be  as  happy  as  they  can  be. 
But  Paul,  speaking  of  this  subject  says, 
'  There  is  one  glory  of  the  sun,  another 
glory  of  the  moon,  and  another  glory 
of  the  stars ;  for  one  star  differeth 
from  another  star  in  glory.'  If  you 
look  at  the  stars,  you  will  find  that  they 
all  shine  alike  ;  you  cannot  tell  the  dif- 
ference in  their  appearance,  except  that 
one  is  greater  than  another.  So  I  sup- 
pose it  will  be  in  Heaven.     The  saints 


HEAVEN.  68 

will  all  derive  their  happiness  from  the 
same  source — they  will  all  share  alike 
in  the  glory  of  their  Redeemer — they 
will  all  be  as  full  of  happiness  as  they 
can  hold.  But  you  know,  in  this  world, 
some  have  greater  minds  than  others, 
and  some  are  more  pious  and  some 
more  wicked  than  others  ;  and  they  are 
happy  or  miserable  just  in  proportion 
to  their  capacities  ;  and  so  I  suppose  it 
will  be  in  eternity." 

"  Mother,  will  the  wicked  be  raised 
from  the  dead  too  ?" 

"  Yes  ;  Daniel  says  some  shall  be 
raised  up  to  everlasting  life,  and  some 
to  shame  and  everlasting  contempt" 

"  And  will  the  judgment  take  place 
then,  mother  ?" 

"  I  suppose  it  will.  The  Lord  Jesus 
says,  '  When  the  Son  of  man  shall 
come  in  his  glory,  and  all  the  holy  an- 
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gels  with  him,  then  shall  he  sit  upon 
the  throne  of  his  glory,  and  before  him 
shall  be  gathered  all  nations  ;?  and  St. 
John  says,  in  the  Revelation,  '  I  saw  a 
great  white  throne,  and  him  that  sat 
on  it,  from  whose  face  the  earth  and 
the  Heaven  fled  away ;  and  there  was 
found  no  place  for  them.  And  I  saw 
the  dead,  small  and  great,  stand  before 
God  ;  and  the  books  were  opened,  and 
another  book  was  opened,  which  is  the 
book  of  life  ;  and  the  dead  were  judged 
out  of  those  things  which  were  writ- 
ten in  the  books,  according  to  their 
works.  And  the  sea  gave  up  the  dead 
which  were  in  it ;  and  death  and  hell 
delivered  up  the  dead  which  were  in 
them  ;  and  they  were  judged  every  man 
according  to  their  works.'  " 

"  Who  will  be  the  Judge,  mother  ?" 
"  The  Lord  Jesus  will  be  the  Judge. 
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Speaking  of  the  judgment,  he  says, 
6  The  Son  of  Man.  shall  come  in  his 
glory.'  And  St.  John,  in  the  Revela- 
tion, says  also,  '  Behold  he  cometh  with 
clouds ;  and  every  eye  shall  see  him, 
and  they  also  which  pierced  him.5 
From  this  it  appears  that  Christ,  as  the 
Son  of  Man,  that  is  in  his  human  na- 
ture, will  appear  as  the  Judge  of  the 
world." 

"  O  how  terrible  this  will  be  to  those 
who  crucified  him  ;  for  it  says,  '  Every 
eye  shall  see  him,  and  they  also  which 
pierced  him.5  " 

"  Yes,  my  dear  ;  and  it  will  be  terrible 
also  to  all  who  reject  him  and  die  in 
their  sins.  St.  John  says,  *  All  kin- 
dreds of  the  earth  shall  wail  because  of 
him.5  David,  speaking  of  this  awful 
scene,  says,  '  Our  God  shall  come,  and 
shall  not  keep  silence ;  a  fire  shall  de- 
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vour  before  him,  and  it  shall  be  very 
tempestuous  round  about  him.5  " 

"  In  one  place  that  you  read,  it  speaks 
of  the  books  that  were  opened.  Do 
you  suppose  every  thing  we  do  is  writ- 
ten in  a  book  ?" 

"  I  do  not  suppose  that  is  to  be  un- 
derstood literally,  or  just  as  it  is  writ- 
ten. You  know  a  great  many  com- 
parisons are  used  in  the  Bible,  to  help 
us  understand  things.  In  this  world, 
when  we  want  to  keep  an  account  of 
any  thing,  and  have  it  remembered,  we 
write  it  in  a  book.  So,  I  suppose,  in 
order  to  have  it  understood  that  the 
judgment  will  be  certain  and  sure,  God 
is  said  to  write  our  actions  in  a  book. 
Thus,  in  Malachi,  it  is  said,  6  A  book  of 
remembrance  was  written  before  him, 
for  them  that  feared  the  Lord,  and  that 
thought  upon  his  name.'     But  it  can- 
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not  be  supposed  that  this  was  a  book 
made  of  paper,  and  written  with  ink ; 
but  that  it  is  intended  to  represent  to 
our  minds,  in  a  striking  manner,  the 
awful  fact,  that  all  our  actions  are  be- 
fore the  infinite  mind  of  God,  and  that 
he  can  in  a  moment  bring  them  up  be- 
fore the  assembled  world,  so  that  every 
body  shall  see  them.  This  may  be 
called  the  Book  of  Remembrance.  And 
then  there  is  the  Book  of  Conscience. 
Paul  says,  '  Their  conscience  also  bear- 
ing witness,  and  their  thoughts  the 
mean  while  accusing  or  else  excusing 
one  another,  in  the  day  when  God  shall 
judge  the  secrets  of  men,  by  Jesus 
Christ.'  Conscience  is  a  terrible  ac- 
cuser in  this  life.  Oftelr  it  drives  sin- 
ners to  madness,  so  that  they  will  kill 
themselves.  How  dreadful  then  will  it 
be  in  that  day  !     I  suppose  that  peopled 
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memories  will  then  be  wonderfully 
quickened,  go  that  all  their  sins  will 
come  up  rapidly  before  them.  I  have 
heard  of  some  cases  where  the  Spirit  of 
the  Lord  has  brought  convictions  upon 
hardened  sinners,  in  such  a  way  that  all 
their  lives  would  come  up  before  them 
at  once  ;  and  sins  long  forgotten  would 
stare  them  in  the  face,  so  that  they 
were  ready  to  sink  under  their  load  of 
guilt.  But  how  much  more  dreadful 
will  it  be  in  that  day.  God  has  de- 
clared that  he  will  <  bring  every  work 
into  judgment,  with  every  secret  thing, 
whether  it  be  good  or  whether  it  be 
evil.'  And  our  Saviour  says,  6  every 
idle  word  that  men  shall  speak,  they 
shall  give  account  thereof  in  the  day  of 
judgment.'  And  then,  there  is  the 
Book  of  Godh  Providence,  to  show  that 
he  has  watched  over  the  inhabitants  of 
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the  world,  and  provided  for  them,  and 
waited  patiently  for  them  to  repent ;  as 
Paul  says  in  Romans,  '  Despisest  thou 
the  riches  of  his  goodness,  and  forbear- 
ance, and  long-suffering,  not  knowing 
that  the  goodness  of  God  leadeth  thee 
to  repentance  ?  but  after  thy  hardness 
and  impenitent  heart,  treasurest  up  unto 
thyself  wrath  against  the  day  of  wrath, 
and  revelation  of  the  righteous  judg- 
ment of  God.'  Here  the  goodness  of 
God  will  show  to  all  the  wicked,  that 
they  are  without  excuse.  And  then  I 
suppose  there  will  be  the  Book  of  Na- 
ture for  the  heathen,  and  the  Bible  for 
those  that  have  it,  to  show  that  they 
are  all  without  excuse  for  disobeying 
God.  '  For  the  wrath  of  God  is  re- 
vealed from  Heaven  against  all  ungod- 
liness and  unrighteousness  of  men,  who 
hold  the  truth  in  unrighteousness  :  Be- 
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cause  that  which  may  be  known  of  God 
is  manifest  in  them ;  for  God  hath 
showed  it  unto  them.  For  the  invisi- 
ble things  of  him  from  the  creation  of 
the  world  are  clearly  seen,  being  un- 
derstood by  the  things  that  are  made, 
even  his  eternal  power  and  Godhead, 
so  that  they  are  without  excuse.' " 

"  But,  mother,  if  every  thing  we  do 
must  be  brought  before  Christ  in  judg- 
ment, how  can  any  be  saved  ?" 

"  O  my  dear,  there  will  be  the  Book 
of  Life,  too  ;  and  all  whose  names  are 
written  in  that  book  will  be  saved,  not 
because  they  are  not  sinners,  and  not 
because  they  have  done  any  thing  to 
deserve  it ;  but  because  they  have 
turned  from  being  God's  enemies,  to 
be  his  friends ;  and  have  trusted  in 
Christ,  to  save  them ;  and  so  God  has 
pardoned  them  for  Christ's  sake.  They 
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will  not  be  justified  on  account  of  any 
thing  in  themselves ;  but  only  on  ac- 
count of  what  Christ  has  done  and  suf- 
fered. Yet  there  will  be  a  great  dif- 
ference between  them  and  those  that 
are  cast  away.  One  will  be  holy,  as 
the  angels,  and  the  other  wicked,  as 
the  devils.  The  angel  says  to  Daniel, 
'  Thy  people  shall  be  delivered,  every 
one  that  shall  be  found  written  in  the 
book.1  The  Lord  Jesus,  after  speak- 
ing of  his  coming  in  the  clouds  to 
judge  the  world,  says,  '  Then  shall  he 
send  his  angels  to  gather  together  his 
elect,  from  the  four  winds.'  So,  you 
see,  Christians  will  have  the  Judge  for 
their  Friend,  in  that  awful  day.  They 
shall  stand  before  the  judgment  seat  of 
Christ. — But,  we  will  go  on  with  the 
description  of  the  judgment  given  by 
our  Lord  himself :  '  And  before  him 
6 


62  HEAVEN. 

shall  be  gathered  all  nations  ;  and  he 
shall  separate  them  one  from  another, 
as  a  shepherd  divideth-  his  sheep  from 
the  goats :  and  he  shall  set  the  sheep 
on  his  right  hand,  but  the  goats  on  the 
left.  Then  shall  the  king  say  to  them 
on  his  right  hand,  Come,  ye  blessed  of 
my  Father,  inherit  the  kingdom  pre- 
pared for  you  from  the  foundation  of 
the  world.  And  he  shall  say  also  unto 
them  on  the  left  hand,  Depart  from 
me,  ye  cursed,  into  everlasting  fire, 
prepared  for  the  devil  and  his  angels.5 ' 

"  O,  mother,  I  am  afraid  there  will 
be  some  dreadful  partings  there. " 

"  Yes,  my  dear ;  parents  and  chil- 
dren, brothers  and  sisters,  who  have 
lived  together  in  the  same  family,  and 
eaten  at  the  same  table,  will  then  be 
separated  for  ever.  Sabbath  School 
teachers   will  meet  the  children   they 
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have  taught,  some  I  suppose  on  the 
right  hand  of  the  Judge,  and  some  on 
the  left.     It  will  be  an  awful  time.5' 

"  O  how  foolish  people  are  to  put  off 
repentance,  when  there  is  so  much  to 
be  lost,  and  so  much  to  be  gained  !" 

"  Yes  ;  it  is  astonishing  that  people 
will  be  so  careful  to  avoid  the  least 
danger  in  this  world,  and  so  careless 
about  the  danger  of  losing  their  souls 
and  suffering  eternal  misery  in  hell ; 
and  that  they  will  work  so  hard  to  get 
a  little  of  this  world,  and  do  nothing  at 
all  to  gain  the  eternal  glories  of  Heav- 
en."'  ' 

"  Mother,  what  will  become  of  this 
world,  after  the  day  of  judgment,  when 
all  the  people  will  be  either  taken  to 
Heaven,  or  sent  to  hell  ?" 

"  The  heavens  and  the  earth,  by 
which  I  suppose  we  are  to  understand 
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the  earth  and  the  air  and  clouds,  and 
every  thing  connected  with  this  world, 
will  be  burned  up  ;  and  then  there  will 
be  new  heavens  and  a  new  earth,  in 
which  there  will  be  no  sinners.  This  is 
clearly  taught  in  the  Bible  ;  but  I  dare 
not  go  any  farther,  to  conjecture  what 
the  new  world  will  be,  or  who  will  live 
in  it ;  or  whether  it  may  not  be  the 
place  where  the  saints  shall  reign  with 
Christ  forever  ;  for  the  Bible  does  not 
tell  us ;  and  where  that  is  silent,  we 
must  be  silent  too.  But  I  will  tell  you 
what  the  apostle  Peter  says  about  it : 
4  Behold,  the  day  of  the  Lord  will 
come  as  a  thief  at  night ;  in  the  which 
the  heavens  shall  pass  away  with  a 
great  noise,  and  the  elements  shall  melt 
with  fervent  heat ;  the  earth  also  and 
the  works  that  are  therein  shall  be 
burned  up.     Seeing  then  that  all  these 
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things  shall  be  dissolved,  what  manner 
of  persons  ought  ye  to  be,  in  all  holy 
conversation  and  godliness  ;  looking  for 
and  hasting  unto  the  coming  of  the 
day  of  God,  wherein  the  heavens,  be- 
ing on  fire,  shall  be  dissolved,  and  the 
elements  shall  melt  with  fervent  heat. 
Nevertheless,  we,  according  to  his  pro- 
mise, look  for  new  heavens  and  a  new 
earth,  wherein  dwelleth  righteousness. 
Wherefore,  beloved,  seeing  that  ye 
look  for  such  things,  be  diligent  that  ye 
may  be  found  of  him  in  peace,  without 
spot,  and  blameless.5  ^  And,  before  we 
leave  this  subject,  we  will  sing  Dr. 
Watt's  version  of  the  fiftieth  psalm, 
which  gives  a  thrilling  description 
of  the  last  judgment.  I  remember 
the  solemn   feelings  I  had,  on   reading 

this  psalm,  when  I  was  a  little  child." 
6* 
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The  God  of  glory  sends  his  summons  forth, 
Calls  the  south  nations,  and  awakes  the  north  ; 
From  east  to  west  the  sovereign  orders  spread, 
Through  distant  worlds,  and  regions  of  the  dead. 
The  trumpet  sounds;  hell  trembles  ;  heaven  rejoices: 
Lift  up  your  heads,  ye  saints,  with  cheerful  voices. 

No  more  shall  atheists  mock  his  long  delay; 
His  vengeance  sleeps  no  more  ;  behold  the  day : 
Behold  the  Judge  descend  ;  his  guards  are  nigh  ; 
Tempest  and  fire  attend  him  down  the  sky. 
When  God  appears,  all  nature  shall  adore  him  ; 
While  sinners  tremble,  saints  rejoice  before  him. 

*  Heaven, x  earth,  and  hell  draw   near  :  let  all  things 

come, 
'To  hear  my  justice,  and  the  sinner's  doom! 
'But  gather  first  my  saints,'  the  Judge  commands; 
'Bring  them,  ye  angels,  from  their  distant  lands.' 
When  Christ  returns,  wake  every  cheerful  passion  5 
And  shout,  ye  saints  p  lie  comes  for  your  salvation. 

'Behold  my  cov'nant  stands  for  ever  good, 
'  Sealed  by  th'  eternal  sacrifice  in  blood,  [Jew, 

'  And  signed  with  all  their  names  ; — the   Greek,  the 
'  Who  paid  the  ancient  worship,  or  the  new.' 
There's  no  distinction  here  ;  join  all  your  voices, 
And  raise  your  heads,  ye  saints;  for  heaven  rejoices. 

'  Here,'  saith  the  Lord, '  ye  angels  spread  their  thrones, 
'  And  near  me  seat  my  fav'rites  and  my  sons : 
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€Come,  my  redeemed,  possess  the  joys  prepar'd 
c  Ere  time  began  ;  'tis  your  divine  reward.' 
When  Christ  returns,  wake  ev'ry  cheerful  passion  ; 
And  shout,  ye  saints  ;  he  comes  for  your  salvation. 

c  I  am  the  Saviour,  I  the  Almighty  God  ; 

'  I  am  the  Judge  :   ye  heavens,  proclaim  abroad 

'  My  just,  eternal  sentence,  and  declare 

I  Those  awful  truths,  that  sinners  dread  to  hear.' 
When  God  appears,  all  nature  shall  adore  him, 
While  sinners  tremble,  saints  rejoice  before  him. 

'  Stand  forth,  thou  bold  blasphemer,  and  profane  ; 
'  Now  feel  my  wrath,  nor  call  my  threat'nings  vain : 
c  Thou  hypocrite,  once  drest  in  saint's  attire — 

I I  doom  the  painted  hypocrite  to  fire.' 
Judgment  proceeds ;  hell  trembles ;  heaven  rejoices, 
Lift  up  your  heads,  ye  saints,  with  cheerful  voices. 

'Can  I  be  flattered  with  thy  cringing  bows, 

*  Thy  solemn  chatt'rings  and  fantastic  vows  ? 

1  Are  my  eyes  charm'd  thy  vestments  to  behold  ; 
1  Glaring  in  gems,  and  gay  in  woven  gold?' 
God  is  the  judge  of  hearts  ;  no  fair  disguises 
Can  screen  the  guilty,  when  his  vengeance  rises. 

1  Unthinking  wretch !  how  could'st  thou  hope  to  please 
'  A  God,  a  Spirit,  with  such  toys  as  these  ? 

*  While,  with  my  grace  and  statutes  on  thy  tongue, 
[  Thou  lov'st  deceit,  and  dost  thy  brother  wrong.' 
Judgment  proceeds  ;  hell  trembles  ;  heaven  rejoices : 
Lift  up  your  heads,  ye  saints,  with  cheerful  voices. 
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*  Silent  I  waited,  with  long-suff  'ring  love  : 

'  But  did'st  thou  hope  that  I  should  ne'er  reprove  7 
'  And  cherish  such  an  impious  thought  within, 
'  That  the  All-Holy  would  induge  thy  sin  V 
See,  God  appears!  all  nature  joins  to  adore  him  : 
Judgment  proceeds,  and  sinners  fall  before  him. 

1  Behold  my  terrors  now  :  my  thunders  roll, 
'And  thy  own  crimes  affright  thy  guilty  soul  : 

•  Now  like  a  lion  shall  my  vengeance  tear 

'  Thy  bleeding  heart,  and  no  deliverer  near.' 
Judgment  concludes  ;  hell  trembles ;  heaven  rejoices: 
Lift  up  your  heads,  ye  saints,  with  cheerful  voices. 

Sinners,  awake  betimes  ;  ye  fools,  be  wise  ! 
Awake,  before  this  dreadful  morning  rise.         [amend, 
Change  your   vain  thoughts,   your    crooked    works 
Fly  to  the  Saviour,  make  the  Judge  your  friend. 
Then  join,  ye  saints  ;  wake  every  cheerful  passion  : 
When  Christ  returns,  he  comes  for  your  salvation. 
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